HE criticiem in last week's Coun

ier upon the record of National

Bank Examiner John M. Griffith
und his complicity in the Mosher scundal
hug been a fruitful subject for discussion
in the past few days, and not only have
the articles been  favorably commented
upon by various disinterested persons of
prominence, but many have said that
Tur Covmienr's rebuke, seathing us it
was, but purtinlly stated the apparent
truth; that Grifith's official record hus
for years been marked by results that

were born of either astute knavery or
inexcugable ignorance,

A group of buginess men and bankers
who were conversunt with Griffith's
career, were this week discussing the re-
cent disclosures, and as they became
reminiscont some very interesting facta
were discloged that now form the basis
of thie additional statement concerning
CGiriffith’s official career.

John M. Grifith was for several yeurs,
ubout the latter part of the seventies, a
clerk in the Omuha National bank and
finally left the bank that, under the put
ronage and backing of his late employ-
ers, he might engage in the buanking
business for himsell at Wahoo, Neh,
This venture did not prove as successful
a8 was anticipated and Griflith finally
retired at the beginning of President
Cleveland's first term. The Omaha Na
tional bank officiale, however, had no
particular use for Griffith in their bank,
but as he had always been faithful to
their interests, they concluded that the
best way to use Ciriffith was to secure
his appointment us national bank ex
aminer for Nebraska, for which position
he had aspirations, the bank officials
realizing that in this position Griffith
would be of valuable service to their
bank.

Consequently all the Omaha influence
necessary was  exerted, with the result
that in 1885 Giriflith was appointed as a
national bank examiner, and entered
upon the duties of that position usa
protege of the Omaha National bank in
particular, and of all the Omaha banks
in general, and how well he has served
his masters is best judged by the almost
general clamor now made by the power
ful Omaha banks to keep him in office.

Griffith’s first territory was Nebruska
und Kansas, but he apparently proved
80 incompetent to handle the examing
tion of banks outside his own state that
eventually his Kansus territory wasgiven
over to other examiners, and Griffith's
work confined to Nebraska where, in
making his examinations he could be
more safely guided by the wishes of his
Omaha friends, who profited by his
knowledge and by his wire pulling in
their behalf. The first four years of
Giriffith's official career were compara-
tively uneventful und were marked by
few serious embarrassments us now
recollected; consequently, so far as the
general public knew, his record was
appurently satisfactory. Griflith had
first been appointed incidentally, because
of his strong tidelity to the democratic
party and his presumed loyal workin ite
behalf; but immediately after President
Harvison's election, Griflith had u change
of heart (¥) and it was suddenly discov-
ered that he had always been a pussive
pelitician and had never directly or in
directly done anything inimical to the
interests of the republican party; hence
on the ground that his record had been
& clean and creditable one and that the
office should be divorced from politics,
this same all-powerful Omaha National
bank influence was again exerted, this
time chiefly through Senators Mander
son and Paddock and numerous other
officials, with the result that Griftith was
retained in office.

Having in the Hrst four yeurs of ger-
vice done practically nothing in closing
weik banks under his care, it was but
natural to expect that the next four
years must, under ordinary circum
stances, produce frequent disaster, and
it 8o eventuated, for in his territory huve
since occurred numerous isastrous fail
ures of national banke that were for
years known to be rotten, even by people
not on the ingide, und the record of
Griffith'’s gross neglect of duty, shame-
less perfidy, or childish igrorance, call it
48 you may, extends north and south
across the state from the valley of the
Republican to the valley of the Niobrara,

People in Lincoln are prone to think
that Grifith’s complizity in the great
Capital National bank steals is the first
serious break in his record; hut an in-
vestigation proves the opposite; for un

irregular line drawn from Red Cloud in |

the extreme southern part of the state
to Ainsworth in the extreme northern

part, will include five towns and six |

bank failures that afford thut
CiriMith ue national bank examiner neted
the fool or the knave.

proof

It has been frequently cluimed that
John M. Griffith, as examiner, never
closed a bank in his territory, and it is
probably true. Certain it is in the num
orous cases below cited that if Griffith
had done his full duty fearlessly und
promptly thousands of people who lost

| institution should ever have
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money in some one of these many bank
failures would have little cause to de
nounee him us they do now, but had it
not been that in 1801, while Grifith was
on & vacation in Californin, examiners
who had more  backbone and independ
ence than Griffith, were sent  into Ne
braska tempornrily from  other states,
and while here closed sevornl bunks, per
haps Grifith might be yot “nursing his
hospital cases” asheis pleased to refer to
banks that are in & dangerous condition,

Red Cloud, the county seat of Webster
county, one of the oldest towns in the
Republican valley and formerly the most
prosperous, has been  doomed 1o more
disaster than almost any other place of
it size in the state, und the groater part
of it is attributable to the wrecking of
the First Nutional bank and the Red
Cloud National bank, both of which
were closed in 1801 after the intrinsie
assets of both banks had by smooth
manipulation been dissiputed until the
remaing were a8 the dry pulp of an
orange to a once juicy fruit. This pro-
cess had been going on for  years, and
was openly talked over wround town for
i lomg time before  the bank failed, but,
bolstered up by Grifith's apparent inac
tivity, the banks were enabled to con-
tinue business, though each day the in
gtitutions were poorer than before, until
finally came the days of closing, never
again to open, Now the receivers of
these banke, after hoavy assessments
upon the stockholders are slowly grind
ing out dividends to creditors, and today
in Red Cloud, the stockholders who were
nominally prominent in the manage
ment, condemn Griffith for not doing his
duty and having the laws earried out
years before,

At Hastings, however, was wilnessed
the most tlagrant ubuse of authority,
and it was there that occurred in
August, 1800, probably the most dis.
astrous bank failure in the state for
many years, excepting the Capital Na-
tional collupse, namely, that of the City
National bank. Here was a bank that
was controlled by one Harrison Bost
wick, # man who aspired to be a second
Boss Tweed, and one who war a mar
after Mosher's own heart, and one who
truined with the esame crew. The bank
wus for years run on state and county
money chiefly, and it was openly talked
in local circles for years that there must
eventually come an evil day when on ac-
count of the curtailment of Boss Host-
wick’'s political pull, the bank would
then fail, unless Bostwick should choose
to have it fail sooner.

Griffith, as examiner, wus not only
supposed to be fully cognizant of all
that was going on ingide the bank, but
he was frequently warned by outsiders
that the bank was rotten to the corve,
but even in March, 1800, he strenuously
denied this to parties whose opinions he
had asked contidentially.

In the latter part of July or early in
August when serions rumors about the
bank were in circulation at home, Boss
Bostwick, the president, sent for Wm.
Ciaslin, judge of that judicial distriet,
the judge being a stockholder to the
amount of 810,000 and to allay the sus-
picions of the people, Bostwick so suc-
cessfully convinced the judge that the
bank wus all right that Gaslin went
about town talking 8125 per share for
stock, ete,, and such farcical transac-
tions were kept up for two or three
weeks, during all of which time gossip
of the worst kind was atloat; but ask
where was the national bank examiner,
and echo answers, Where! The bank
closed ite doors voluntarily in August,
1800, after ull the availuble assets had
practically been exhausted by Hostwick,
and the examiner was sent for.

After his arrival Griffith held audi.
ences in the back office of the bank and
with tears in his eyes, in his peculiarly
sympathetic way, assured inquirers that
it was # shame that such a prosperous
been  al-
lowed to close its doors, and that had
Mr. Bostwick notified him, he (Grifiith)
could have prevented all the trouble;
but us it was there wassuflicient surplus
fund alone to meet all shrinkage and
impairment of capital, and that without
uny assessment the bank could in a few
days resume and continue without fur.
ther trouble. His promises about im
mediate resumption were not fultilled, |
however, and Judge Gaslin who had

210,000 stock in the hank, sold his stock

[to K, M. Morsman, a vell known capi-
iluliul. of Omaha, for tne dollar upon
Morsmun’s execution of an indemnity
bond to secure Gaslin against loss by as-
sesaments,  Morsman took the stock up-
on Uritith's adviee und aguinst the ad-
vice of friends and local business men,
| he advanced the money to put the bunk
upon its feet again,

During the reorganization, Griffith
made an eximination that lasted sever
wl weeks and had what he wus ploased
to term u conference of the other bank- |
vrw concerning  the paper in the City
Nautional bank. CGritfith called in twol
cashiers und one president from the oth
or three national banks of the city to)
puss upon the papor of the bunk. That
this wus o farce  wus then and since
stated by the very bunkers who purtici-
pated, When askipd about the matter
they said that Grillith would tuke up a

|piu¢uul paper und\Bostwick would say |

it was Hﬂl‘llﬂ'll thus wnd ), “‘l“‘l’l'll]llll

the three outside bunkers wouldl suy
you have thut security or if the clreum
stances are so and 8o, the paper is prob
ably good, bnd or indifferent, ns the cuse
may b,

Thus was un important duty  tarned
into a burlesque, ne is shownfby the re
sulte, Grifith's report was so favorable,
that finally in September, 1800, the bunk
resumed business with K. M, Morsman,
of Omuhn, s president; the stock hav
ing been assessed 50 per cent, of which
10 per cent was to be paid in in cash, 20
per cent in Junuary, 1801, and 20 per
cent in June, 1801, as is now understomd,
The bank continued until December,
1800, when it made a second failure and
pasacd into the hands of a receiver, who,
after vainly working on the collection of
the assets for over two  years, sucecoded
in getting in enough funds to pay one 16
per cent dividend. Finally in August,
18003, the uncollected assets of the bank,
consisting of secured and unsecured
puper, mortgages and judgments, wore
sold at nuction by the receiver in sepa-
rute lots, and the whole, amounting to
over $100,000 at face value, brought only
21,100, and this very paper to the amount
of 8160000, was u part of the bank's as
sete when Griffith permitted it to be re
organized (8o that his friends might got
out) and the most of it had been passed
upon by him and pronouneed good, ap
parently; but why go on at present writ
ing with further details of this failure?

And why refer to the numerous other
fuilures that reflect equslly to Griffith's
digeredit? Yet a long and interesting
story might be told about Griffith’s con-
nection with the defunet Citizens Na-
tional bank of Grand Island, in which
Morsman was also connected; yot Mors.
man's connection with Griffith is so
peculiar that Morsman openly shiclds
Griffith and is his staunch defender,

It would also prove interesting read-
ing to relate here how Griflith handled
the defunct Centrul Nebraska National

bank ut Broken Bow, which failure o
curred in the fall of 1891, and this was
one of the most rotten possible for a

bank of that size.

It was this bank that ex-United States
Senator Paddock was interested in keep
ing up; Paddock’s son-in-law being the
president and managing owner, and this
would partially explain why Senator
Paddock, a republican, made “such an
effort to have Mr, Griffith, o democrat,
retained as examiner, though another
tale could be told a8 to why, since the
bank is now defunct, Mr. Paddock has
lutely worked so hard in Griffith’s behalf,
However, we reserve these and several
other topics for future discussion and
submt these facts to be digested by the
public and the government officials,

“Iv'e tried all sorts of blood-purifiers,”
said an old lady to a “cutter,” “and you
can't persusde me that any other Sar-
saparilla is as good as Ayer's.” There's
where she had him. She knew that
Ayer's was the best—and so did he, but
it puid him better to sell u cheaper
brand.

All ladies prefer the Lee broom,

The Lincoln Coal compuany, 1045 O
street, handles all of the very best
grades of anthracite and bituminous
coal.

How's Thiat

We offer one hundred dollars reward
for any case of Catarrh that cannot be
cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure,

F.J. CHENEY & CO., Props.
Toledo. O,

We the undersigned, have known I,
J. Cheney for the last fifteen years, and
believe him perfectly honorable in all
business trunsactions and tinancially
able to carry out uny obligation made by
their firm,

West & Truax, wholesale druggists,
Toledo, 0.

Walding, Kinnan & Marvin, wholesale
druggists, Toledo, O,

Hall's Catarrh Cure i taken inter
nally, acting directly upon the blood and
mucous surfaces of the system, Price,
T, per bottle. Sold by all druggists.
Testimonials free.

CHEAP RATENS,
And Fust Time to Ft, Worth, Houston and
La Porte, Texas,

Partivs going to the above points can
sive nearly twelve howrs in time by
taking the great Rock Island route.
Fast Texas express leaving Lincoln at
8:20 @, m. reaches Ft. Worth 8:12 4. m.
and Houston at 7:90 p. m. the following
day. Only one night out. A wmember
of the L porte syndicate will wecom
pany the party leaving over the Rock
Island on Tuesday the Oth inst,

For rates ete. call at city ticket office
145 O street, corner Eleventh,

C. A RurHerrorn,
C.T. & LA

— WHY?

of ““Royal Ruby Port Wine" and
you will kmmh&‘wynn it ** Royal.”
A glass held up to bt will show why
we call ft Ruk reward for any
bottle of this w

toundundq-ﬂnyl-n
old, or in any way adulterated. ‘[t

grand in sickness and convalescence, or
where a strengthening cordial is required;

recom by dru
Boaun’ ggista yai-

don't let dealers on with some-
lh!ng"]ultu'ougf:% only in bottles;
Roye Wine 8. Pl by ™ ottled by
Je e HARILEY,
1th and O Ste

Certificate of Publication.

OPPICE OF .

AUDITOR PUBLIC AGCOUNTS

State of Nebraska.

Lancoun, Feb. 1, 184,
It s hereby certified that the

Travelers Insurance Company,

OF HARTFORD,
IN THE STATK OF CONNKCTICUT

has complied with the Tosurance Law of this
Sinte and in sunthorized 1o transnct the business
of Life and Accldent Tnsurnnee in this State for
the current year

Witness my hand and the wenl of the Aaditor of
Public Accounts the day and year above writlen

Kuorss MooRx,
Anditor Public Accounts

Certificate of Publication,

———

OFFICE Op ——.

BUDITOR«PU2LIG ASGOUNTS

State of Nebraska.

LancoLw, Feb. 1, 1Rgy

It is hereby certified that the

Pacific Mutual Insurance Gompany

OF SAN FRANCISCO,
IN THE STATR OF CALIFORNIA,

has complied with the Insurance Law of this

State and s authorizged o transact the business

of Life and Accident Insurance in this Siate for
the current year,

Witness my hand and the seal of the Auditor of

Public Accounts the day and year above written.

HuarNE Moons,
Auditor Public Accounts

Certificate of Publication,

OFFICE OF e,

AUDITOR «PUBLIC ACCOUNES

State of Nebraska.

Lincoln, Feb. 1. 8y

It is hereby certified that the

Standard Life & Accident Insurance Co.

OF DETROIT,
IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN,

has complied with the Insurance Law of this
state and is authorized Lo transact the business
of Life and Accident Insurance in this state for
the current year,

Witness my hand and the seal of the Auditor of
Public Accounts the day and year above wrilten,

Kuoene Mook,
Auditor Public Accounts

Certificate of Publication.

OFFICE OF ____ uem.

AUDITOR «PUBLIG ACGOUNTS

State of Nebraska.

Lascors Feb, 1, 1504,
It is hereby certifled that the

Washington Life Insurance Company

OF NEW YORK
IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK,

han Hed with the Insurance law of Sain state
and ix authorized to transsct the business of 1ife
Insurance in this state for the current yonr
Witness my hand wid the el of the auditor of
public accounts the day aud {-*M above written
[Swal) vorse Moo,
Auditor Pubilie Avconnts

|
‘ Certificate of Publication.

| mu——

State of Nebraska.

N Lixcowx, Feb 1, 1804
It is hereby cortified that the

United States Masonic Benevolent Ass'n

OF COUNCIL BLUFFs,
IN THE STATE OF 1OWA

has complisd with the (nsurance law of thils state
and s authorized to transact the business of ife
Insurnnes in this state for the current year
Witness my hand and the seal of the auditor of
public aceounts the day and year above written
[Seal) " Evaese Moone
Auditor Public Aevounts

!_
| Certificate of Publication.

OFFICE OF e,

AUDITOR «PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

State of Nebraska.

| Liscoww, Feb, 1, 18qq

|
| 1t is hereby certifled that the

Unlon Mutual Life Insurance Gompany

OF PORTLAND,
IN THE S8TATE OF MAINE.

| s complied with the ivsmnnee law of this state
| and s authortaed to transact the busines: of lie
Insurance in this state for the current s om
Witness my hand and the seal of the sidinoe of
public aecounts the day and year above written
[ Keal | TCukxE Mione
Auditor Publie Aveouiute

4
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Certificate of Publication.

OFPICE OF . .

AUDITOR o« PUBLIG ACGOUNTS

State of Nebraska.

Lawcorn, Feh, 1, 1894,
1t in herebiy cortitiod that the

Unifed States Life Insurance Compang

0OF NEW YORK,
IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK,

has complied with the insiranve lnw o (his stats
ol bs wuthoriemd to teansact the bisiness of ife
Pasiirmnee I Uhbe state For the current §oar
Witness my haod anid e seal of the auditor of
pubilie necounts the day anid venr alove writion
[Renl | Eromne Moone,
Auditor T'ubille Aovount s

Certificate of Publication.

OFFICE OF .

AUDITOR+ PUBLIC AGCOONTS

State of Nebraska.

LiNcoLnN, Feb. 1, %4,
It is hereby certified that the

State Mutual Life Assurance Company

OF WORCHESTER,
IN THE STATE OF MARS |

has comptied with the msuranes aw of this state
and is authorized to transa v b o o 1ife
Insurance in this state for the current vear,
Witness my hand and the seal of the auditor of
public accounts the day and year above weitten
|Seal | Crumse Moowe
Auditon Public Aveounis

Certificate of Publication.

OPPICE OF .

AUDITOR+ PUBLIC AGGOUNTS

State of Nebraska.

LinNcorw, Feh. 1, gy

It is hereby certified (hat the

PROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY

OF NEW YORK,
IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK,

Ana complied with the insurance law of this state
and is authorized to transact the business of life
Insurance o this state for the current year
Witness my hand and the seal of the auditor of
public aovounts the day and year above writlen
[Read) Evoxse Moons,
Auditor Public Accounts

Certificate of Publication.

OFFICE OF ____ .

AUDITOR «PUBLIC ACGOUNTS

State of Nebraska.

LancoLn, Feb, 1, 184,

It is herehy certified that the

Prudential Insurance Company of America

DOF NEWARK,
IN THE STATH OF NEW JERSEY,

fas compihad with the insirance law of this state
and i suthorized to trsnsact the husiness of life
durance in this state for the current yesr,
Witness my hand snd the seal of the auditor of
public aceounts the day and year above written.
[Beal ] varxe MooRk,
Auditor Public A

- e — ek
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Certificate of Publ_lcnthﬁ.

OPPICH OF e,

AUDITOR PUBLIG AGCOUNTS

State of Nebraska.

Lamenun, Feb, 1, 1804,
s hervby eertbied that the

UNION LIFE INSURANGE COmPANY

OF OMANA,
IN THE STATE OF NERIRASK A,

hins pomiplied with the fnsaranoe lnw of this state
Al 0w bl o et the Dnistness of 1ife
fowniranes b this stote for the current yenr
Woiltavems iy Tinosd mied Chee send oF Che moditor of
bl scconnts e diny amd year ahove wieitten
| Heal | urs e Moone
Aviditowr Pubilie .\r'mmﬂ‘l'

— —
Certificate of Publication.
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AUDITOR PUBLIC AGGOUNTS

State of Nebraska,

Lincouw, Heb
It is hereby certified that the

Penn Mutual Life Insurance Go.

OF PHILADELIMHIA,
N THE STATHE OF PENNSYLVANIA,

1y 1804,

has complied with the insurance (nw of thin state

nEranon i this state for the current year,
Witness my hinnid and the seal of the auditor of

Evarse Moone,
Auditor Public Acoounta,

Certificate of Publication.

OFFICE OF .

Lincown, Feb, 1, 1564,
1L 8 hereby certified that the

NATIONAL LIFE INSURMNGE COMPANY

OF MONTPELIER,
IN THE STATE OF VERMONT,

and i wtithorized to trausact the bisiness of ife
inwurance in this state for the ciurrent year
It iy hand and the seal of the auditor of
public acoounts the day and yeur above written,
|Hoal) Ak Moous,
Auditor Public Asvounta

Certificate of F ublicatiow.

OFFICE OF e,

AUDITOR + PUBLIG AGGOONTS

State of Nebraska.

LaNcown, Feb. 1, 1804,
It is hereby cortified that the

Mew York Life Insurance Company
OF NEW YORK,
IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK,

has complied with the Insiranoe law of this state
and Is suthoriged to transact th' linsine s of life
Inwurance in this state for the carrent yenr,
Witnews my hand and the seal of the anditor of
publie secounts the day wml r mbiove written
[Bewaad Lrokse Moone,
Auditor FPublic Aceounts,

Certificate of Publication.

OFFICE OF .

AUDITOR e PUBLIC AGCOUNTS

AUDITOR+PUBLIG AGGOONTS

State of Nebraska.

| LaiNcowx, Feb, 1, Ispd,
It is hereby certitied that the

|

1

| New England Mutual Life Insurance Co.
'| OF BOSTON,

IN THE STATE OF MASS.,

| hax ecoamplied with the jpsurance law of this state

Certificate of Publication.

OPPICE OF .

AUDITOR PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

State of Nebraska.
Lixcows, Feb, 1, 180,
It in hereliy cortified that the

Northwestern Masonic dl¢ Association
OF CHICAGO,
IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,

oas complied with the insurance nw of this state
and is muthorized to transaet e buasioess of lite
Insurance in this state for the current year
Witness my hand and the seal of the sditor of
public sccounts the day and yoar above wstten
|Read Evoese Moous,

| and b authorized o transaet the business of life
Insurance in this state for the curretit year

Witaess tay b and the seal of the suditor of l

| pubdie acceounts the day wnd {unr above written
| Seml| ruese Moone,
Auditor Public Acoounta

‘ Certificate of Publication.
|
|'

OFPICE OF ..

AUDITOR <PUBLIG ACGOUNTS

- State of Nebraska.

LiNcowry, Feli 1, 1w,
11 18 heroby cortified that the
National Benevolent Association
OF MINNEAPOLILS,

IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA,
has complied with the insurance law of this state
and b anthorieed to transact The business of life
Insurance o this state for the current year

Witness my bated and the seal of the auditor of
pubilie meoounts the day and year above L

| | el i

AuEsk Moom,
Auditor Pubillic Avowimin

Iow

T T o adinsany. Bolg
wveale i Lincoln, by "?'u.rhamll;nmf‘? ‘Ng;?rﬁtt"umi’."““m‘u.“m ::r.:j
. . IAK

Auditor Public Acovunts,

WEDDING INVITATIONS

Possibly you intend to mar
ry soon.  You will want in
vitations or Announcements

or both, At this point in
life it's natural to have
“hest-is none-too good™ feel
ing. We have several new
designs in type and engrav
ing, especially for this work,
We cun satisly your feel
ings.

THE COURIER,
1134 N Street.

FINE PRINTING AND ENGRAVING.

The Courier Publishin
company is prepared to do a
kinds of printing, fine work,
eapecially, at moderate prices;
wlso engraving, wedding in
vitations, calling cards, ete.,
Call and see samples,

Sarvkoay Morxise Covries,
! 1M N street,

'3
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f'"" In suthorized to traneaet the busliess of life

public sevcounts the day and year above written,
[ Benl]

W ::v

AUDITOR PUBLIC ACGOUNTS |

k

State of Nebraska. #

has complied with the insurnnee law of this state |

Li



